CHAPTER III
THE STATES GENERAL OF 1614-1615

THE meeting of the States General, under the presidency
of the sovereign, was one of the most splendid and moving
solemnities of monarchical France.  From time to time,
and seldom enough for this temporary assembly to retain
the character of a majestic exception, the whole nation
thus found itself enabled to make its voice heard; and
although the three orders deliberated separately, they sat
together for the inaugural and the closing sessions.   For
several months the life of the country was suspended or
altered by high hopes and long intrigues.  The efforts of
existing power tended to nullify the claims of the assembly
which it authorised.   Carefully prepared elections kept
out, as far as possible, independent or headstrong spirits;
but some remained, to animate discussion with their zeal
If all three orders could have agreed on a common pro-
gramme, the government would have had to bow.  But
national unity was not yet forcible enough, nor securely
enough rooted  in sentiment,  to  enable  each  section
to make the necessary sacrifices or concessions;  class
interests fax outweighed those of the general weal; long
confused debates ended by bottling up every question,
wearing down energy, rousing irreparable conflicts which
in the end aggravated the disunion of the orders and left
everything as before.  After the country's fever, nothing
remained but lassitude, discouragement and rancour.
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